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Summary

An archaeological desk-top appraisal has been carried out on three parcels, 20A, 20B, 20C, of land at
Beaconsfield Close, Chiswick, W4 4EL, in the London Borough of Hounslow (the Sites). This involved a
rapid information-gathering and review of the known historic environment resource within the Site and a
500m study area using information from publicly held sources. A brief assessment of potential
heritage/archaeological constraints and opportunities at the Site has been made.

There are no designated assets within the Sites and no World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments or
Registered Parks and Gardens within the study area. All three Sites are, however, bounded by Wellesley
Road Conservation Area (CA1). There are a further four Conservation Areas (CA2-5) within the study area
but none have a bearing on the Sites as they are too far away.

There are no Listed Buildings within the Sites and 18 within the study area. Only the setting of Nos. 3-9
Harvard Road (LB17) has the potential to be impacted by Site 20C. This is due to the close proximity of the
assets to the Site.

There are no non-designated heritage assets recorded within the Sites and the Sites do not fall within or
near to any Archaeological Priority Areas. There are however 16 non-designated heritage assets (1-16)
recorded from within the study area dating from the Prehistoric to Modern periods. These indicate that the
Sites have a potential for buried archaeological remains. There are no Locally Listed Buildings within the
Sites. However, 15 locally Listed Buildings are within the study area. The setting of only one of the locally
listed buildings has the potential to be impacted by potential development of the Sites. This is a wall along
Harvard lane (LLB3) which is located within close proximity to Site 20C.

A historic map regression exercise was conducted to reveal any previous modern impacts to the Sites. The
exercise revealed that only one site, 20A, has been subject to 19" and 20" century development.

Any future planning application will need to take into consideration the setting and character of the
Conservation Area, the Listed Building and Locally Listed Building. It is recommended that early consultation
be conducted with the LPA’s Conservation Officer.

Due to the potential for buried archaeological remains to be present on the Site it is recommended that early
consultation be carried out with the Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS), who advise
the Local Planning Authority, in order to fully understand the archaeological requirements on the Sites.
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1 Introduction
1.1 Background

Arcadis Consulting (UK) Limited (Arcadis) have been commissioned by the London Borough of Hounslow,
'the Client’, to undertake an archaeological desk-top appraisal at three sites, 20A, 20B and 20C, on
Beaconsfield Close, Chiswick (the Sites).

The London Borough of Hounslow authority is aiming to divest a number of small sites to enable
regeneration. The objective of the Small Sites Small Builders Programme is to provide robust and pragmatic
advice that sensibly de-risks each of the sites such that unreasonable ‘abnormal’ development costs are not
incurred by developers.

The objective of this archaeological desktop appraisal is to identify potential constraints due to the presence
of below ground archaeological remains and above ground heritage assets on or near to the Sites.

1.2 Scope of Works

The scope of the review is to carry out a desk-top search of publicly available information on designated and
non-designated heritage assets within a study area of 500m of the Sites boundary. Using this information, a
brief assessment of potential heritage/archaeological constraints and opportunities at the Sites has been
made, focusing on key constraints. The appraisal also highlights when a site should be subject to further
detailed assessment to support a planning application for any future development.

1.3 Limitations

This report has been prepared for The London Borough of Hounslow in accordance with the terms and
conditions of appointment. Arcadis cannot accept any responsibility for any use of or reliance on the contents
of this report by any third party. The copyright of this document, including the electronic format shall remain
the property of Arcadis.

This report has been compiled from a number of sources, which Arcadis believes to be trustworthy.
However, Arcadis is unable to guarantee the accuracy of information provided by others. The report is based
on information available at the time. Consequently, there is a potential for further information to become
available, which may change this report’s conclusion and for which Arcadis cannot be responsible.
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2 Site Overview

The three Sites, 20A, 20B, 20C, are located at TQ201780. The Sites are located within a complex of five
blocks of flats off Beaconsfield Close. Site 20A, measures 0.0148ha, is nearly square in shape with a row of
garages to the west and an area of concrete to the east. Site 20B, measuring 0.0064ha, is trapezium in
shape and comprises of four garages with a storage area to the south west. Site 20C, measuring 0.0607ha,
comprises of a near triangular plot of land with two rows of garages and an area of concrete used for
parking.

The Sites are surrounded by the flat complex and its landscaping. Within the wider area is a residential
neighbourhood with the busy A4 Cedars Road to the south. All three sites lie at c.11m AOD.

The Sites are located on the London Clay Formation — clay, silt and sand with the sedimentary bedrock
being formed approximately 48 — 56 million years ago in the Palaeogene Period (British Geological Survey
Online Map Viewer, access November 2019). The superficial geology is made up of the Kempton Park
Gravel Member- a sand and gravel combination formed approximately 2 million years ago in the Quaternary
Period.



Archaeological Desktop Appraisal — Beaconsfield Close

3 Data Sources

Information on designated and non-designated heritage assets that are located within 500m of the Sites
were assessed. Designated data was derived from the National Heritage List for England on 11 November
2019. Non-designated data was received from the Greater London Historic Environment Record (GLHER)
on the 11 November 2019. Information on Conservation Areas was obtained from the London Borough of
Hounslow Council website on 12 November 2019
(https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20010/planning_and_building/1868/conservation_area_appraisals_and_
maps).

Information regarding Locally listed Buildings was found on the London Borough of Hounslow Council
website on 12 November 2019
(https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20010/planning_and_building/1098/design_and_conservation/6).

Numbers in brackets in the text are unique identifiers (Project ID. numbers) assigned to heritage assets for
the purposes of this report. A list of all heritage assets including relevant archaeological events can be found
in Tables 1, 2 and 3. All national designated heritage assets i.e. Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas
can be found on Figure 1. All locally designated heritage assets i.e. Archaeological Priority Areas (APAS)
and Locally Listed Buildings can be found on Figure 2. All non-designated heritage assets i.e. findspots,
archaeological remains and extant buildings are shown on Figure 3. All archaeological events are shown on
Figure 4.



Archaeological Desktop Appraisal — Beaconsfield Close

4 Baseline Conditions
4.1 Designated Heritage Assets

There are no World Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Registered Parks and Gardens or assets on the
heritage at risk register, located within the Sites or within the 500m study area.

Listed Buildings

There are no Listed Buildings located within the Sites, and 18 (LB1-18), all Grade Il, located within the 500m
study area. The closest to the Sites are No. 3-9 Harvard Road (LB17) located ¢.30m south-west of Site 20B
and c.40m to the north of Site 20C. The rear of the Listed properties borders the north-western side of the
flat complex in which all three Sites are located.

Conservation Areas

There are five Conservation Areas (CA1-5) within the study area, one, Wellesley Road (CA1), borders all
three Sites. This Conservation Area is based on the 19" century developments of Adam Askew, Alfred
Kendall and William Tomlinson. Askew developed large areas of land for suburban housing within Chiswick.
The Conservation Area is also based on the ancient route of Wellesley Road which developed into a route
from the market gardens of West Middlesex to Covent Garden. This road is believed to be Roman or older in
origin. The Conservation Area’s special architectural and historic interest lies in its high quality and wide-
ranging Victorian architecture.

The other Conservation areas are; Turnham Green (CA2), thorny Hedge (CA3), Chiswick House (CA4) and
Strand on the Green (CAbS). All of these are far enough away from the Sites not to be affected by the
proposed developments.

4.2 Non-designated Heritage Assets
Archaeological Priority Areas

There is one Archaeological Priority Area within the 500m study area. The boundary of the APA, known as
Staines Road/London Road (APA1), lies ¢.330m to the north of the Sites. The APA has been allocated due
to the tentative line of a Roman road that ran from Londinium to Silchester and to the west. It is not clear if
the road existed here and no non-designated assets connected with such road have been recorded by the
HER. Only one Roman non-designated asset has been recorded by the HER, a coin hoard in an urn (9). The
lack of Roman artefacts and archaeological remains could be the result of the lack of opportunity to record
and recover such assets as opposed to lack of remains.

Whilst APAs do not receive statutory protection they have a high potential for below-ground archaeological
remains to survive. Historic England’s website provides more information about APAs and the different levels
of sensitivity to development (https://www.historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/our-planning-
services/greater-london-archaeology-advisory-service/greater-london-archaeological-priority-areas/).

Locally Listed Buildings

There are no Locally Listed Buildings within the Sites and 15 located (LLB1-15) within the 500m study area.
The two closest to the Sites are No.1 Harvard Road (LLB5) ¢.30m to the north-west of 20B and a brick wall
along Harvard lane (LLB3), ¢.30m to the south-west of 20C. It is not clear if the brick wall extends the whole
length of Harvard Lane, if it does then any development within 20C will have to consider the setting of this
locally listed wall.

While Locally Listed Buildings do not receive statutory protection, they have been identified in the Borough's
Local Plan of being of historic or architectural interest
(https://www.hounslow.gov.uk/info/20010/planning_and_building/1098/design_and_conservation/6).

Non-Designated Heritage Assets

There are no non-designated heritage assets within the Sites and 16 (1-16) within the 500m study area.
These date from the Prehistoric to the Modern period.
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There are five assets (1,3,4,5,8) which date to the Prehistoric period. The first is an assemblage of
Palaeolithic animal fossils (1) which were found ¢.480m to the north-east of the Sites. These fossils were
found on a gravel terrace during excavations during the early 1870’s. The second was a flint implement (3)
found ¢.390m to the north-east of the Sites. The HER does not specify what type of flint implement it is nor
its context i.e. during an excavation etc.

To the north-west, ¢.480m of the Sites, three assets (4, 5, 8) were found during an evaluation (EV5) at the
former London Road bus works in 1989. The first artefact was a Neolithic transverse type arrowhead (4), the
second was the remains of a settlement (5) and the third was a series of Prehistoric pits (8). The settlement
(5) comprised of pits, postholes and diches. These formed the northern edge of a small Late Bronze Age
domestic occupation area. The HER did not specify if the pits (8) and the settlement (5) are connected.

There is only one non-designated heritage asset which dates to the Roman period found within the study
area. An urn full of silver Roman coins (9) was discovered ¢.350m to the north-east of the Sites. This coin
hoard is an important and uncommon find. This find was located c.240m to the south-west of the boundary of
the Roman road APA (APA1). Wellesley Road, c.140m to the north of the Sites, is also believed to be
Roman in origin. All of these remains add to our knowledge of the Roman presence within the study area.

There are two heritage assets of Medieval date (6,10) recorded within the 500m study area. The first was
several pottery fragments (6) found within the same area as the prehistoric finds (4,5,8) at the former London
Road bus works. The HER did not specify their find context nor type. The second is a non-extant manor
house (10) located c.420m to the south-east of the Sites. This house was known as Sutton Manor in 1181
and later as Sutton Court in 1537. By 1589 the house boasted a gatehouse, malt house, dovecote and farm
buildings, all of which suggest that its occupants were wealthy. It is not known when the asset became non-
extant. The area is now occupied by flats.

Only one asset dates to the Medieval to Post Medieval period. Little Sutton (11) was a settlement located
€.215m to the north of the Sites. The asset was first recorded in 1181, it was later known as Sutton
Beauregard in the 1540’s. In 1706 it was known to have contained ‘only a few poor cottages’. The settlement
site is now occupied by residential housing and roads. The Conservation Area, Wellesley Road (CA1),
borders the Sites and is noted for its Medieval to Post Medieval route way. The exact location of this road is
not known but its presence, and that of Little Sutton (11), indicates at a strong Medieval to Post Medieval
presence within the study area.

Two assets (13,16) date to the Medieval to Modern periods. The first is Sutton Court Road Park (13) located
€.340m to the south-east. This park is the remains of the grounds of the manor house (10). Originally the
park contained a formal planted area, tennis courts and croquet lawn. These have since been replaced with
an extant ornamental garden. The second asset is a Chiswick High Road Park (16) located c.275m to the
north-east of the Sites. This triangular plot of land, also known as Turnham Green, is bisected by a north to
south road. It was originally built to serve the inhabitants of the Victorian villas located along Chiswick High
Road. It now is a public open space with flower beds, trees, grass and a war memorial.

There are two assets (7, 14) which date to the Post Medieval period. The first is a settlement site (7) found
where the Prehistoric and Medieval assets were at the former London Road bus works. This settlement
comprised of a small cluster of pits and ditches dating to the 17™ to 19" centuries. The HER did not provide
any more information on the asset. The second is the site of a Civil War battle (14), located c.75m to the east
of the Sites. The event was known as the Battle of Turnham Green which took place on the 13" of November
1642. The Royalist Army was marching towards London where their way was blocked by an Essex
Parliamentary regiment. The Royalists were aligned on Turnham Green and Acton Green. The
Parliamentarians were positioned along Acton Green and Chiswick Common Fields. The battle comprised of
a few skirmishes and artillery fire. The Royalist retreated and wintered in Oxford.

Only one asset dates to the Post Medieval to Modern period. No. 64 and 66 Grove Park Terrace (15) is
located c.465m to the south of the Sites. The extant buildings were constructed in the 19" century out of
brown brick over two storeys. These properties were once Listed but have been de-Listed for unknown
reasons.

There are two assets within the study area which date to the Modern period (2,12). The first was a pit (2)
found during an evaluation (EV1). The pit contained early 20" century pottery, glass bottles and general



Archaeological Desktop Appraisal — Beaconsfield Close

waste. The asset was located ¢.375m to the north north-east of the Sites. The second is the extant Church of
St Michaels (12) which it is located ¢.300m to the east of the Sites. It was constructed in 1909 out of red
brick in a late Gothic style with vernacular influence. The building was once Listed but it has since been de-
Listed for unknown reasons.

4.3 Historic Mapping Analysis

Historic OS mapping for the Site was acquired from Groundsure and a short map regression exercise has
been carried out. The earliest map, 1867, shows that the Site was located within a wooded area. By 1896
the woodland has gone and been replaced with a residential neighbourhood. The properties along Harvard
Road have been established which creates the north-western sides of Sites 20C and 20B. Site 20A is shown
as being part of a small green area as is Site 20C. It is not clear what the usage of Site 20B was at this time.

By 1915 a small square structure had been built in Site 20A. On a map from 1950 this is labelled as a
pavilion. Site 20C is shown on this map as allotments. Between 1961-65 the garages and concrete areas
were established as well as the flat complex. All three Sites remained unaltered until the present day.

During the Blitz in WWII a high explosive bomb was dropped close to the Sites, on Cedar Road. It is not
clear if this event caused any impact to the Sites or any belowground archaeological remains
(http://bombsight.org/#).

4.4 Previous Archaeological Events

No archaeological investigations have taken place within the Sites. However, five intrusive archaeological
events/investigations have occurred within the 500m study area. The first was a trial trenching event (EV1)
located at Nos. 331-335 Chiswick High Road, ¢.385m to the north of the Sites. A single trench was
excavated and revealed a 20" century pit (12).

The next two events comprised of an evaluation (EV3) and a watching brief (EV2) at Gunnersbury Mews
€.390m to the north-west of the Sites. The evaluation (EV3) found a 17" century ditch, Post Medieval
agricultural soil and 18" to 19" century agricultural soils. The subsequent watching brief (EV2) revealed that
the 17™ century ditch was a Post Medieval quarry.

The fourth event was an evaluation (EV4) located ¢.480m to the north-west of the Sites. No archaeological
features, deposits or artefacts were recorded.

The last event was also an evaluation (EV5), ¢.400m to the north-west of the Sites, which revealed the
Prehistoric, Medieval and Post Medieval artefacts and archaeological remains (4,5,6,7,8) at the former
London Road bus works.

Table 1: Designated Heritage Assets within the 500m study area.

NHLE/GLHER

Designation

o) Eei Asset Name

ID Grade Easting [ Northing

Entry Number

Listed Buildings

LB1 58, GROVE PARK TERRACE W4 I 1080328 510049 177559
LB2 S&AND 70, GROVE PARK TERRACE 1080329 519989 177604
LB3 \l/\(/’ 4AND 11, HEATHFIELD TERRACE I 1080337 520556 178358
LB4 16-19, HEATHFIELD TERRACE W4 I 1080338 520462 178335
LB5 22.26, HEATHFIELD TERRACE W4 I 1080339 520436 178329
LB6 80-94, GROVE PARK TERRACE I 1096979 520036 177659
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Project

Asset Name Designation | NHLE/GLHER

Easting [ Northing

ID Grade Entry Number

LB7 ZMLINGS TO GARDEN OF NUMBER 1l 1189662 520421 178342
LB8 ARLINGTON COTTAGES 1] 1240569 520318 178454
LB9 CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL 1] 1240805 520091 177900
LB10 CHISWICK TOWN HALL (FORMER) 1] 1260615 520518 178335

BOUNDARY WALL TO EAST SIDE AND
REAR OF LITTLE SUTTON COTTAGE

LB11 AND TO REAR AND WEST OF SUTTON Il 1260819 520147 177951
CLOSE
LB12 21, HEATHFIELD TERRACE W4 Il 1294155 520450 178332
LB13 \]/'54AND 13, HEATHFIELD TERRACE Il 1294191 520544 178355
LB14 LITTLE SUTTON COTTAGE Il 1294387 520169 177969
LB15 GARDEN WALL AND GATEPOSTS 1l 1358311 519959 177571
LB16 20, HEATHFIELD TERRACE W4 Il 1358319 520456 178333
LB17 3-9, HARVARD ROAD Il 1390999 520063 178111

FORMER VICARAGE TO THE CHURCH
LB18 OF ST MICHAEL SUTTON COURT Il 1391464 520093 177952

Conservation Areas

CAl Wellesley Road - - 519822 178188
CA2 Turnham Green - - 520464 178386
CA3 Thorney Hedge - - 519684 178573
CA4 Chiswick House - - 520772 177516
CA5 Strand on the Green - - 519467 177743

Table 2: Non-Designated Heritage Assets within the 500m study area

. . GLHER . .
Site Type Easting [ Northing

The Gunnersbury Public Locally Listed
House Buildings

Project

D Asset Name

Locally Listed Buildings

LLB1 Modern - 519795 178474
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Project

Asset Name

Queens Head Public

Site Type

Locally Listed

Period

Easting

Northing

LLB2 - Modern - 520198 178080
House Buildings
LLB3 Brick Wall Along Harvard Loc_:al_ly Listed Modern i 519996 178038
Lane Buildings
LLB4 Churchdale Court Locally Listed 4o - 510836 178118
Buildings
LLB5 No.1 Harvard Road Locally Listed 1 4ern - 520077 178150
Buildings
LLB6 No. 30 Grange Road Locally Listed Modern - 519902 178370
Buildings
LLB7 Arlington Park House Locally Listed Modern - 520355 178420
Buildings
LLB8 HSBC Locally Listed ) jern - 520401 178494
Buildings
LLB9 Former First Church of Lo<_:a|_|y Listed Modern i 520089 178443
Christ Buildings
LLB10  The Pilot Public House Locally Listed Modern - 519667 178221
Buildings
LLB11  Cathedral of the Nativiy ~ -CS@VListed i ern - 519788 178162
Buildings
Former Gunnersbury Locally Listed
LLB12 Baptist Church Buildings Modern - 520203 178111
Gunnersbury Baptist Locally Listed
LLB13 e o b Buidings Modern - 520029 178239
LLB14  Arlington Park Mansions ~ -C¢ally Listed Modern - 520372 178445
Buildings
LLB15 No. 2-20 Grange Road Locally Listed Modern ; 519943 178356
Buildings
Archaeological Priority Areas
APA1 ;f‘;ges Road /London APA Roman DLO35691 514511 176064
HER Assets
1 Chiswick Road Findspot Palaeolithic MLO103065 @ 520305 178573
2 Nos 331-335 Chiswick Monument Modern MLO104879 520236 178486

High Road
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Project . . GLHER . .
D Asset Name Site Type Period Number Easting [ Northing
3 Turnham Green Findspot Palaeolithic MLO1960 520405 178405
4 Former London Road Findspot Neolithic MLO22185 519800 178500
Transport Bus Works
5 Former London Road Monument Lae Bronze ) yo2186 | 519800 178500
Transport Bus Works Age
6 Former London Road Findspot Medieval MLO22187 519800 178500
Transport Bus Works
Former London Road Post
7 Transport Bus Works Monument Medieval MLO22188 519800 178500
8 Former London Road Monument Prehistoric ~ MLO22189 519800 178500
Transport Bus Works
9 Turnham Green Findspot Roman MLO249 520405 178305
10 Fauconberg Road Monument Medieval MLO68838 520305 177705
Medieval to
11 Settlement of Little Sutton Settlement Post MLO68842 520155 178340
Medieval
12 Church of St Michael Findspot Modern MLO85606 520433 178069
13 Sutton Court Road Park Park mgg':r‘:]a' ©  MLO104560 @ 520301 177752
Post
14 Battle of Turnham Green Battle : MLO105154 @ 520791 178254
Medieval
Nos 64 and 66 Grove Park Post
15 Building Medieval to MLO85423 519971 177585
Terrace
Modern
16 Chiswick High Road Park  Park mgg':r‘:]a' ©  MLO104544 520426 178410

Table 3: Archaeological Events within 500m study area

Project

ID

EV1

EV2

EV3

EV4

10

Event Name

Nos 331-335 Chiswick High
Road

Gunnersbury Mews
Gunnersbury Mews

No 590 Chiswick High Road

Event Date

2011

2013

2013

2008

Event Type

Evaluation

Watching Brief

Evaluation

Evaluation

GLHER
Number

ELO11880

ELO13146

ELO13148

ELO8041

Easting

520237

519794

519783

519788

Northing

178492

178405

178369

178512
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GLHER
Number

Project

Event Name

Event Date | Event Type Easting [ Northing

ID

EV5 Former London Road 1989 Evaluation ELO3938 519887 178612
Transport Bus Works

11
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5 Key Constraints and Risks

In summary, all three Sites are bounded by Wellesley Road Conservation Area (CA1) who's setting may be
affected by the redevelopment of the Sites. Site 20B may affect the setting of the Listed Buildings at Nos. 3-9
Harvard Road (LB17). Site 20C may affect the setting of the Locally Listed Building, wall along Harvard Lane
(LLB3), as it is within close proximity. Any future re-development of the Sites would have to consider its
effect on the character of these assets. All other designated assets (CA2-5, LB1-16, LB18), Archaeological
Priority Areas (APA1) and Locally Listed Buildings (LLB1-2, LLB4-15) are far enough away not to be
affected.

There are no recorded non-designated heritage assets within the Sites. The study area contains 16 non-
designated heritage assets which date to the Prehistoric to Modern periods. None are in close proximity to
the Sites. However, this lack of recorded archaeological does not necessarily mean the lack of
archaeological potential merely the lack of opportunity to discover and record archaeological remains and
artefacts. There is still a potential for buried archaeological remains to be within the Sites from all time
periods, particularly from the Roman and Medieval to Post Medieval periods due to close proximity of the
ancient route way of Wellesley Road and the Conservation Area.

There are no previous archaeological events recorded within any of the three Sites. None of the finds
resulting from these investigations have a bearing on the Sites’ archaeological potential due to distance from
the Sites.

The historic map regression exercise revealed that only one Site, 20A, has had a previous intrusive impact.
Site 20C once contained allotments and Site 20B has had no reported structures build on it until the current
garages were built. This could mean that Sites 20B and C have a high potential for buried archaeological
remain to survive.

12
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6 Recommendations

Any future planning application will need to take into consideration the setting and character of the Wellesley
Road Conservation Area, and the nearest Listed Building and Locally Listed Building. It is recommended that
early consultation be conducted with the local conservation and planning officers. The officers may
recommend further assessment such as a heritage statement.

For any future planning application, the potential for below ground archaeological remains need to be
considered. The Greater London Archaeological Advisory Service (GLAAS) who advise the local planning
authority might recommend a full archaeological desk-based assessment (DBA) for the Site. The DBA would
include a specific archaeology site walkover, relevant documentary research, a map regression exercise as
well as preparation of distribution maps showing designated and undesignated heritage assets. Intrusive
archaeological investigations, if determined to be required, would likely consist of a programme of trial
trenching and subsequent reporting. This investigation may be added as a planning condition for any
development on the Site or could be required prior to a planning decision. Early consultation with GLAAS is
highly recommended to understand the requirements. Should archaeological remains of significance be
located, additional mitigation would be required prior to construction commencing.
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Figure 1: Nationally Designated Heritage Assets
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Figure 2: Locally Designated Heritage Assets
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Figure 3: Non-designated Heritage Assets
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Figure 4: Archaeological Events
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